
Tik tok ticked off
….HH commissions refurbished radiotherapy cancer equipment, 
deplores culture of hospital staff spending hours on their phones

Yo Maps

It’s ‘Vibes on 
Vibes’

A baby in Livingstone has died after 
being trampled during a political 
rally organized by the United Party 
for National Development (UPND), 
addressed by National Youth Chair-
person Gilbert Liswaniso and other 
senior party officials.

The incident occurred when one of 
the passengers in the vehicle of Liv-
ingstone Mayor Constance Muleabai 
threw money and party regalia into 
the crowd, triggering a stampede.

As people rushed to grab the 
money, a woman identified as Victo-
ria Musiyalike who is in her twenties, 
carrying a child on her back, joined 
the commotion.

Amid the chaos, she did not notice 
that her baby who was just over a 
year old had fallen from her back and 
was subsequently trampled.

Good Samaritans later picked up 
the badly injured baby and rushed 
him to the hospital for urgent 
medical attention where it has been 

reported that he died.
While Ms. Muleabai’s vehicle was 

heading toward the exit gate, rumors 
spread that her car had hit the child, 
sparking outrage among the crowd.

In the ensuing confusion, some 
individuals attacked the mayor’s 
vehicle, extensively damaging the 
windscreen and injuring the driver.

This version of events differs from 
claims circulating on some sections 
of social media, which suggest that 
the attack on the mayor by unruly 
youths triggered a stampede that 
led to the child’s injury that led to his 
death.

A visit to Maramba Urban Clinic 
where the baby was rushed to found 
scores of people gathered outside, 
while police officers were on hand 
to establish the facts of what had 
transpired.

Police in the province are yet to 
issue a comprehensive statement 
regarding the incident that led to the 
baby’s death and the attack on the 
mayor.  

‘Leave Yo best 
for last’ ...Zambia’s top music act, Yo 

Maps in listed main act of 
the Mosi Day of Thunder
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Hichilema vows balanced 
development across Zambia
President Hakainde Hichilema has reaffirmed that his 
administration is committed to equitably developing all 
parts of the country, declaring that progress must not be 
confined to urban centres.

Speaking at the official opening of Kasama Mall and 
Urban Hotels in Northern Province today, Mr Hichilema 
stressed the need for nationwide advancement.

“My administration will distribute development evenly 
and simultaneously,” he said. “Zambia is not Lusaka, and 
Zambia is not the Copperbelt.”

He directed the Workers’ Compensation Fund to un-
dertake more projects concurrently nationwide, noting 
that such facilities would stimulate other businesses and 
create markets for agricultural products.

The President highlighted the Urban Hotel’s 60 per-
cent occupancy rate as evidence of its viability to sustain 
investments.

Mr Hichilema also announced government plans to 
construct airport infrastructure in Mansa and Nakonde 
to boost tourist flows in the northern circuit.

Earlier, the Head of State visited Paramount Chief 
Chitimukulu Kanyanta Manga II, where he wished the 
traditional leader good health and strength.

Mr Hichilema said traditional leaders have a duty 
to foster peace and unity. “In this regard, I wish you 
strength and good health. Look to God for healing after 
the loss of your wife in January this year,” he added.

By Henry Sinyangwe in Kasama

…Yo Maps now unlashes highly 
anticipated fourth studio album
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President Hakainde Hichilema, during the commissioning  
of the refurbished radiotherapy and imaging section of the 
Cancer Diseases Hospital, closed since 2020.

HH increases UNZA 
students’ allowance
President Hakainde Hichilema 
has increased the student 
accommodation allowance at 
the University of Zambia from 
K3, 900 to K5,850, effective im-
mediately.

Speaking at State House in 
Lusaka today, Mr Hichilema said 
the decision followed sustained 
engagement with student lead-
ers and broader efforts to fix 
long-standing water, sanitation 
and hostel infrastructure prob-
lems at UNZA, which opened in 
the late 1960s.

“Having listened to my fellow 
monks and mamas and to their 
student leaders, I, Hakainde 
Hichilema ‘Buddy’ have made 
the decision that the accom-
modation allowance will be 
increased… from K3,900 to 
K5,850,” the President said.

The announcement comes 
after months of student 
protests over blocked sewers, 
poor sanitation and inadequate 
hostels. The government 
deployed the Zambia National 
Service, working with the Army, 
Air Force and Correctional Ser-
vice, to carry out urgent repairs 
hostel by hostel.

We worked on this sanitation 

By Ruth Kambita not to be thanked… but we did 
it as our duty, as our obligation 
to show our love and care for 
my friends the young people 
of Zambia,” Mr Hichilema said, 
urging students to protect the 
rehabilitated facilities and avoid 
dumping solid waste into the 
sewer system.

University of Zambia 
Students Union (UNZASU) Presi-
dent Mwanto Kabaso thanked 
the President, saying students 
had marched eight months ago 
demanding a permanent solu-
tion. UNZASU vice-president 
Jemimah Mwaba said the 
improvements had already 
changed daily life, especially for 
female students.

While celebrating the gains, 
Mr Hichilema urged students to 
back his party in the upcom-
ing polls, appointing them 
as campaign managers and 
telling them: “Whenever you 
have problems, don’t go in the 
streets. 

Zambia National Service 
(ZNS) Commander Lieutenant-
General Maliti Solochi said, 
following Presidential instruc-
tions, teams had inspected 
and worked on hostels across 
campus, adding: “Since 1966… 
I think this is the first time that 
work has been done.”
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Kayz Adam is “drowning” 

tionally charged tracks that 
blend heartfelt storytelling 
with infectious rhythms.

The song, released earlier 
this week, showcases the 
artist’s signature mix of 
Chewa and English lyrics 

over a smooth, atmospheric 
production that shifts be-
tween reflective verses and 
a soaring, melodic chorus.

 Early listeners are de-
scribing it as a vulnerable 
exploration of feeling over-

Teen girl probated for 
brother’s death

Enter-10-ment  news
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A 14-year-old boy of Lotani 
Village under Chief Jumbe 
in Mambwe District has died 
after being burnt beyond 
recognition in a house that 
caught fire.

Eastern Province Police 
Commanding Officer Robert-
son Mweemba confirmed the 
incident stating it occurred 
yesterday around 20:00 hours.

Mr. Mweemba has identified 
the deceased as Josephat 

Zambian R&B powerhouse 
Drimz Mr MuziQ has dropped 
what is already being called 
one of the smoothest love 
songs of 2026.

Titled “Chingelengele,” 
the track features the lyrical 
heavyweight Chile One Mr 
Zambia, and the internet is 
officially ‘losing its mind’. 

A perfect fusion of Afro-pop 
grooves and pure Zed soul, 
“Chingelengele” is a heartfelt 
celebration of deep affection, 
admiration, and emotional 
connection.

Drimz delivers his signature 
silky vocals while Chile One 
serves up a verse so crea-
tive and poetic that fans are 
already calling it “unmatched” 
and “10/10.” 

The production is crisp, 
world-class, and instantly 
addictive, the kind of song 
that has couples slow-dancing 
in living rooms and singles 
replaying it on loop.  

The official visualizer, which 
dropped alongside the audio, 
is already racking up views 
and shares across YouTube, 
TikTok, and Facebook. 

The visuals are vibrant, ro-
mantic, and perfectly capture 
the song’s warm, feel-good 
energy. Public Reaction?  Pure 
Fire.  

Zambian social media has 
exploded since yesterday. 
From Lusaka to Kitwe and 
beyond, fans are flooding 
timelines with praise: “Chile 
One’s verse on this Drimz joint 
is 10/10. 

No other singer comes 
close!”  

“Drimz Mr MuziQ has stolen 
my heart already Chingelenge-

A 50-year-old woman of 
Nyiratenga Village under Chief 
Mlolo in Chadiza has been 
gang raped by four men who 
even stole her pair of trousers 
leaving her half necked.

Eastern Province Police 
Commanding Officer Robert-
son Mweemba who confirmed 
the matter said the victim 
had to make her way home 
through the bush in the dark. 

Mr. Mweemba said perpe-
trators also fled with the vic-

Zambian music sensation 
and international star Yo 
Maps who will be headlining 
tonight’s Mosi Day of Thunder 
has officially dropped his 
highly anticipated fourth 
studio album, titled Vibes on 
Vibes.

The project, which features 
14 main tracks plus two bonus 
songs totalling 16 tracks, ar-
rives almost exactly two years 
after his third studio album 
My Hero released in Decem-
ber 2024. 

Without doubt, his perfor-
mance tonight as Livingston’s 
showstopper, Yo Map’s perfor-
mance will be punctuated by 
tracks from latest project.  

A 14-year-old girl from Nyimba District in Zambia’s Eastern 
Province has been sentenced to one year’s probation by the 
Chipata High Court after she was found responsible for the 
death of her 19-year-old brother.

The girl initially faced a murder charge, which the prosecu-
tion later reduced to manslaughter. 

According to court documents, the incident occurred on 
February 19, 2023, in Kalingindi Village.

On that day, the 14-year-old, along with her 18-year-old 
brother and the deceased, Maxwell Tembo, who suffered from 
mental illness went to the family field to weed groundnuts.

A misunderstanding escalated into an altercation between 
the girl and Maxwell.

She then lured him to a secluded bush area and tied him to 
a tree using fibre ropes around his chest and neck, reportedly 
to “teach him a lesson.”The boy began screaming for help, but 
no one responded.

When the girl noticed he was gasping for air due to the 
rope tightening around his neck, she untied him and tried to 
help him breathe. He soon collapsed.

Realising the seriousness of the situation, she ran to alert 
her other brother and their mother.

Maxwell was rushed to Nyimba District Hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead on arrival.

Due to prolonged power outages, the hospital mortuary’s 
refrigeration system was not functioning. 

The body began to decompose, forcing the family to bury 
Maxwell and mark the grave for later identification. 

Four months later, the body was exhumed for a post-mor-
tem examination conducted by Dr. Viktor Telendly.

Because of the advanced decomposition, pathologists 
could not determine the exact cause of death or detect any 
soft tissue injuries.

During investigations, the girl admitted to tying her brother 
to the tree and seeing him struggle to breathe before he col-
lapsed.

The Department of Social Welfare recommended proba-
tion, citing the need for the juvenile to access counselling and 
rehabilitation services. 

This aligns with Section 79(1)(b) of the Children’s Code Act 
No. 12 of 2022.I

In his ruling, Chipata High Court Judge-in-Charge Charles 
Kafunda placed the girl on one year’s probation. 

He also ordered her enrolment in a skills training centre 
during this period to support her rehabilitation.

The girl’s identity has been withheld in line with legal pro-
tections for juveniles.

Drimz, Chile One unleash “Chingelengele

Woman gang-raped, left half necked

It’s ‘Vibes on Vibes’

Sakala, who was physically 
disabled and unable to walk 
or use his hands effectively.

Mr Mweemba said the 
victim was alone in the house 
at the time of the incident as 
his elder sister, Natasha Sakala 
(20), and their father, Yotam 
Sakala (50), had left home for 
a meeting in the Mphata area 
around 08:00 hours.

Natasha returned home 
around 17:00 hours, prepared 
supper for her brother, and 
served it in his room. She 
then retired to her own room 
around 18:00 hours, leaving 

Josephat resting on his bed.
While asleep, Natasha heard 

her brother calling out for 
their father from his room, a 
common occurrence when 
he could not see him. She did 
not respond immediately but 
went to check after hearing 
him call a second time. 

Upon approaching, she 
discovered smoke and flames 
engulfing the room, making 
entry impossible.

She immediately raised an 
alarm, drawing villagers to the 
scene. 

Community members 

broke a window and managed 
to retrieve Josephat’s burnt 
body from the burning room. 
Police officers were promptly 
informed and rushed to the 
scene.

A physical inspection 
revealed that the boy had 
suffered severe burns all over 
his body. 

Mr. Mweemba revealed that 
the fire extensively damaged 
the house, particularly Jose-
phat’s room, and destroyed 
household property. The exact 
cause of the fire has not yet 
been established.

Physically challenged boy burnt to death

le is the song of the year!”  
“Smooth love song about 

deep affection… these two 
just cooked something 
special!”

Music pages and promoters 
are calling the collaboration “a 
match made in Zed heaven,” 
with many saying the chem-
istry between Drimz’s soulful 
delivery and Chile One’s lyrical 
genius is undeniable.

Downloads and streams 
are surging on Spotify, Au-
dioMack, and local platforms, 
while TikTok challenges using 

the song’s hook are already 
popping off.  

One fan summed it up per-
fectly: “This is the vibe Zambia 
needed right now, pure love, 
pure talent, and pure heat!” 
With “Chingelengele” still in its 
first day of release, the buzz is 
only getting louder. 

Drimz and Chile One have 
given the streets a proper 
anthem, and if early reactions 
are anything to go by, this one 
is headed straight for heavy 
rotation on every radio station 
and playlist in the country.

tim’s other belongings which 
include two packets of sugar 
valued at K175, one chitenge 
material, a black pair of shoes 
valued at K270, and a small 
black Tecno phone valued at 
K300.  

Brief facts of the matter be-
fore police are that the victim 
and her sister-in-law, were 
returning from buying sugar 
at Chisadzi Village when they 
were ambushed by six men 
along the way.

Four of the suspects alleg-
edly dragged victim into a 
nearby bush, undressed her, 
forced her to the ground, and 

took turns in raping her. 
The other two men as-

saulted her sister-in-law, who 
managed to escape. The pair 
only reunited the following 
morning.

The victim has since man-
aged to identify three of the 
attackers as Nick, Jack, and 
Jairos; the others remain un-
known. No arrests have been 
made, and the suspects are 
still at large.

Once arrested, the four will 
remain behind bars until their 
case is disposed off as rape in 
now a non bailable offence.

That previous project took 
the Zambian music scene by 
storm with standout hits like 
“Peace of Mind” featuring 
Roberto and “Bana Bandi.”

With Vibes on Vibes, Yo 
Maps delivers a fresh blend 
of his signature melodic style, 
fusing his classic sounds 
with modern Afro-pop and 
contemporary vibes. 

Early listeners are already 
calling it one of the strongest 
albums of 2026, praising its 
cohesive energy and cross-
border appeal.

The album boasts an 
impressive line-up of guest 
features that highlight Yo 
Maps’ growing international 
profile. 

Zambian collaborators 
include Bobby East, Dizmo, 

Frank Ro, Muzo Alphonso, and 
Digo.

On the global side, he links 
up with heavyweights such 
as: Harmonize (Tanzania) 
Mafikizolo and Makhadzi 
(South Africa) UK-based Ni-
gerian star Rotimi Stonebwoy 
(Ghana) and Innos B (Congo 
DR).

Production for the entire 
project was handled in-house 
by Olios Entertainment’s 
talented producers Kingtec 
and C-Mark.

Fans have responded with 
overwhelming positivity from 
the very first listen, with many 
hailing Yo Maps as one of the 
greatest artists to emerge 
from Zambia and ranking 
the album among the year’s 
must-listens.

The official opening of the Kasama Mall and Urban Hotels in Northern 
Province today by President Hakainde Hichilema in pictures.

Rising Zambian star, Kayz 
Adams has dropped a new 
single titled “Drowning,” 
continuing his streak of emo-

‘No turning back’ - ConCourt

Armed illegal immigrant shot dead

Fans mourn with - Sean

Tik tok ticked off

Agric institutions develop  drought resistant crops
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activist Isaac Mwanza, who 
sought an interpretation of 
constitutional provisions on 
the withdrawal, resignation or 
stepping down of a presi-
dential candidate or running 
mate, and the consequences 
of such actions for the elec-
toral process.

The case followed the 
post-nomination withdrawal 
of two duly nominated vice-
presidential running mates, 
Moses Mawere and Andyford 
Banda.

Both announced they were 
leaving their respective presi-

dential tickets and supporting 
other candidates.

The court found that 
Articles 110, 45 and 52 of the 
Constitution do not allow 
a running mate to become 
the presidential candidate in 
these circumstances.

A fresh nomination process 
must instead be conducted in 
accordance with the law.

It further clarified that if a 
presidential candidate or run-
ning mate withdraws before 
ballot papers are printed, the 
Electoral Commission of Zam-
bia must remove that person’s 

name from the ballot, as they 
would no longer be eligible to 
contest the election.

However, where the 
resignation or withdrawal 
occurs after ballot papers have 
already been printed, it may 
not be practical to remove the 
name. 

In such cases the name 
may remain on the ballot for 
practical reasons, but any 
votes cast for that candidate 
will not count as valid votes in 
determining the outcome of 
the presidential election.

fraudulent. Upon discovery 
that he was armed, the 
suspect fled and opened fire 
on an immigration officer who 
was pursuing him.

A police officer confronted 
the suspect about 200 metres 
from the checkpoint and 
fatally wounded him after 
the suspect continued firing, 
posing a threat to both law 
enforcement and members of 
the public.

A firearm loaded with 13 
rounds of ammunition was 
recovered from the deceased. 
Preliminary investigations 
indicate that four rounds were 
fired, while nine live rounds 
were recovered from the 
scene and secured as exhibits.

The body has been taken to 
Kafue General Hospital Mortu-

ary pending a post-mortem 
examination.

Authorities believe the de-
ceased is the same individual 
who escaped from lawful cus-
tody after being apprehended 
by immigration officers on 
March 19 this year.

The Zambia Police Service 
has launched investigations 
into the shooting, while the 
Department of Immigration is 
conducting separate investi-
gations into the immigration 
aspects of the case.

The suspect’s identity and 
nationality remain under 
investigation, and forensic ex-
aminations on the recovered 
National Registration Card are 
underway.

Fans and supporters of legend-
ary Zambian multi-talented 
artist Richard Sean Mulenga, 
widely known as T-Sean Mr. 
Baila, have expressed deep sor-
row, describing the musician 
as a fighter and a soldier.

The death of his beloved 
wife, Sharai Mulenga, has 
revealed a side of the artist 
rarely seen by the public, one 
of profound vulnerability and 
heartbreak.

Supporters have outlined 
a series of hardships T-Sean 
has endured in recent years, 
noting that while the path has 
been exceptionally difficult, he 
continues to rise.

One Facebook user, Owen 
Kay’s Pesa, wrote“Behind the 
music, T-Sean is a man who has 
fought battles far beyond the 
stage. 

 T-Sean has faced losses 
that could break anyone from 

Medical staff may be returning 
to work after the long week-
end to new guidelines about 
the use of mobile devices 
while on duty after President 
Hakainde Hichilema expressed 
his displeasure at staff spend-
ing too much time looking at 
their phones during working 
hours.

President Hichilema said if 
it was possible, he would have 
mobile signals “obliterated” at 
hospitals to ensure that staff 
was paying more attention 
to screening patients than 
staring at the blue screens in 
their hands.

Speaking during the com-
missioning of the ultra-mo-
dem radio cancer treatment 
equipment at the Cancer 
Diseases Hospital (CDH) today 
admonished staff for unpro-
fessional behaviour and called 
for improved work habits and 
efficiency.

The President however said 
minimal use of mobile phones 
for medical inquiries and not 
tik tok would be permissible.  

Mr Hichilema said Zambia is 
rapidly expanding its national 
cancer-treatment capacity and 
aiming to become a regional 
hub for oncology services.

He said government 
planned to more than double 
treatment capacity within a 
year. He singled out Living-
stone as a priority and urged 
Professor Chilengi to expedite 
construction, stressing the site 
is a health facility, not a hotel.

“Three rules: pricing must 
be right, quality must be right, 
deliver on time,” he said.

The president said Zambia, 
alongside South Africa and 
Egypt, could form a regional 

Ministry of Agriculture Perma-
nent Secretary for Technical 
Services, John Mulongoti says 
agriculture research institu-
tions have come up with 

watching his home and expen-
sive studio, built through years 
of sacrifice and hard work, 
go up in flames in 2021, to 
losing his powerful Facebook 
platform with over 1.7 million 
followers in 2024, a page that 
played a major role in his busi-
ness and brand.  

The storms continued when 
his YouTube channel was 
hacked, taking away another 
important piece of his musical 
journey. And now, in 2026, he 
faces his most painful loss yet 
the passing of his beloved wife. 

Behind the hits, the awards, 
and the performances is a man 
who has carried unimagi-
nable pain but continues to 
stand strong. A story of loss, 
resilience, sacrifice, and the 
strength to keep going.”

However, some wonder if he 
will manage to pick himself up 
again noting that his current 
pain is a different type of pain.

triangle of cancer treatment, 
and outlined plans for a 
“medical city” near the airport 
that would offer integrated 
services including a heart-
treatment centre.

He described the concept 
as part of a broader health-
tourism agenda and said the 
project was at the planning 
stage.

Mr Hichilema praised the 
modern equipment already 
in place, saying some devices 
were more advanced than 
those in neighbouring coun-
tries.

He warned, however, that 
technology must be matched 
by skilled personnel and 
pledged continued govern-
ment support for training, 
exchanges and retraining for 
medical staff.

“The Minister of Health is 
one of the largest beneficiaries 
of every national budget in 
this country,” he said.

Highlighting digital prog-
ress, the president welcomed 
near real‑time diagnostic 
and treatment linkages but 
ordered remaining gaps to be 
closed to fully automate the 
facility.

He urged that regional 
marketing be prioritised so 
patients who would otherwise 
travel abroad are treated in 
Zambia.

Mr Hichilema also said the 
Treasury had cleared legacy 
bills for patients sent overseas 
and instructed officials to halt 
approvals for foreign referrals 
where local capacity exists.

Concluding, the president 
urged Zambians to protect the 
progress in healthcare, saying 
the government’s investments 
were about “saving lives, 
restoring hope and delivering 
dignity.”

The Constitutional Court 
has ruled that a running 
mate who has been validly 
nominated cannot resign or 
withdraw from an election.

In a judgment delivered 
today, the court held that 
the Constitution requires a 
running mate to remain on 
the ballot from the filing of 
nomination papers until poll-
ing day, except in the event 
of death.

The decision arose from 
a petition by governance 

An armed suspected prohib-
ited immigrant has been shot 
dead at the Kafue Security 
Checkpoint after allegedly 
opening fire on law enforce-
ment officers during a routine 
immigration operation.

The incident, which 
occurred today at about 
08:30 hours, left no officers 
or members of the public 
injured, according to a joint 
statement by Police spokes-
person Godfrey Chilabi and 
Department of Immigration 
Chief Public Relations Officer 
Namati Nshinka.

The suspect was inter-
cepted by officers who began 
verifying a National Registra-
tion Card suspected to be 

solutions to tackle challenges 
created by drought.

Mr Mulongoti said the 
research centre’s are respond-
ing well to unstable climatic 
challenges by coming up with 
innovations that respond to 

climatic challenges.
“We are happy because 

these research institutes 
have come up with drought 
solutions to answer to the 
challenges farmers encounter 
as a result of drought” the 
Permanent Secretary says.

He also said that a number 
of investments have been 
made across the country with 
the aim of equipping farmers 
with alternative farming meth-
ods in an event of climatic 
change.

The farmers are also being 
supplied with hybrid seed that 
suits climatic changes.

To respond to the challeng-
es the country is faced with in 
the Agriculture sector, policies 
have been revised and are 
being implemented as a way 
of improving the environment 
in the sector.

To improve the Agriculture 
sector, the Government has 
distributed farming kits, Seed, 
fertilizer, chemicals and other 
farming kits.

Government has also come 
up with the mulimi services 
under the Agriculture exten-
sion services.

With the Mulimi 360, farm-
ers can access services online 
in places of their convenience.

Many other innovations are 
being worked on to improve 
the Agriculture sector.

The past drought the Coun-
try had experienced is said to 
have been a work up call.

whelmed pressure, or life’s 
challenges while still fighting 
to stay afloat.

Kayz Adams has steadily 
built a strong following with 
previous releases includ-
ing the popular “Aliko,” the 
romantic ballad “ADAM” 
(featuring Triple M), “TULO” 
with Jae Cash, “Ghetto Child,” 
and collaborations that 
have helped him stand out 
in Zambia’s vibrant music 
scene. 

“Drowning” feels like a 
natural next step, leaning 
into the introspective side 
that has earned him praise 
for socially conscious and 
personal material.

Fans have already begun 
circulating the track on social 
media and streaming plat-
forms, with many highlight-
ing the singer’s distinctive 
vocal delivery and the song’s 
relatable theme.

One early reaction called 
it “another win for Kayz deep 
lyrics, clean production, and 
that voice that hits different.”

The very short but impact-
ful record dropped along-
side it’s official music video 
that showcased emotional 
expression blending with the 
message in the audio.

Kayz Adams continues to 
solidify his place as one of 
the fresh voices in contem-
porary Zambian music.

 With “Drowning,” he once 
again proves he can turn 
raw emotion into something 
listeners want on repeat.



a trophy but for the accelerating recognition of 
women’s football. Zambia announced them-
selves loudly in the opening rounds, routing 
Egypt 6–0 in a statement of intent that set 
social feeds and punditry alight. Their reward 
was a high-stakes clash with reigning champi-
ons Nigeria , a side reeling from an improbable 
defeat by tournament debutants Malawi.

Nigeria arrive wounded in spirit rather than 
squad.

Their coach has described the meeting with 
Zambia as a decisive lifeline; a win would re-
store momentum and calm frayed nerves.

Zambia’s coach, by contrast, is buoyant 
despite a past reverse to the same opponents. 
That mixture of confidence and caution frames 
the duel: one team desperately defending 
legacy, the other chasing a landmark evolution.

On form alone, Zambia have answered long-
standing questions about attacking firepower 
but still face concerns over consistency against 
technically disciplined sides such as Morocco 
and a surprisingly robust Malawi.

Their 6–0 triumph showcased finishing and 
width, yet defensive organisation and midfield 
control will be tested against opponents who 

prize possession and pressing. Nigeria’s tacti-
cal nous and tournament experience remain 
potent weapons, but vulnerability in transition 
was exposed against Malawi — a chink that 
Zambia will seek to exploit.

If Zambia can marry attacking verve with 
greater defensive discipline, they can trouble 
any of the favourites. Conversely, Nigeria’s 
ability to recalibrate quickly will determine 
whether they reassert dominance or slip from a 
position of continental hegemony.

Either outcome would mark a significant 
chapter in African women’s football: deepening 
competition, shifting hierarchies and growing 
global attention.

Away from the pitch, Zambezi Magic’s Mpali 
continues to enthral.

The series has pivoted from the Nguzu 
wives to the younger couples, with Shadreck’s 
fraught household now centre stage dominat-
ing conversation.

 Alexander’s mysterious disappearance has 
injected fresh suspense, ensuring Monday’s 
episode is appointment viewing for many

All eyes now on WAFCON, Mpali
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Geo-economics
The campaign for Zam-
bia’s independence was 
about legally securing the 
country’s resources for 
the ultimate benefit of its 
natives.

Even in the 1950s, the 
proposed thinking was 
that pockets of land that 
had value such as copper 
and great agro and aqua 
potential should have been 
reserved in a trust for future 
citizens of what became 
Zambia.

The plan was to make 
sure that the future did 
not find natives of Zambia 
begging for respect in their 
own nation while capital re-
mained outside their reach.

 In simple logic, there 
should be a direct correla-
tion between the resource 
endowment of a country 
and the living standards of 
its citizens.

This is partly the reason 
social justice is an intrin-
sic principle of executive 
power so that equitable 
distribution of resources 
is driven from the highest 
authority.

 This may also explain the 
interlink of capital and po-
litical power, in other words, 
it defines geo-economy.

In Zambia for example, 
the years between 1963 and 
1971 were spent investing 
in human capital through 
free education and other 
services that elevated the 
citizens to understanding 
national management.

The First Republic inher-
ited a well functioning but 
small economy and this is a 
common story with former 
colonies. 

From these inherited 
fortunes earned from lo-
cally endowed resources, 
the government provided 
free education and many 
amenities.

The centralised economy 
adopted during the Second 
Republic went on to use the 
geoeconomy to support 
regional independence 
movements in the 1970s.

Zambia was one of the 
countries that sponsored 
liberation movements in 
the region and on the conti-
nent of Africa as a whole.

It is not surprising there-
fore to see that the eco-
nomic power of the country 
began declining when its 
regional political influence 
started to grow. Nations 
with greater geoeconomic 
power exerted force by 
restricting trade routes for 
imports and exports among 
others.

The result was a failing 
economy without reserves 
and forced to survive on 
debt while leveraging its 
natural resources. A greater 
part of the problem was 
that politics, and the sur-
vival of the ruling class was 
prioritised over national 
interests of the greater 
population.

The coming of the Third 
Republic was a systemic 
shift of geoeconomy so that 
the full scope of natural re-
sources benefited everyone, 
not a select few. Economic 
influence was elevated 
through deregulation – 
creation of free enterprise 
and unlocking human capi-
tal contribution. It is during 
this time that the revenue 
authority was established in 
its current form.

The decentralisation of 
the central bank and lib-
eralisation across multiple 
economic sectors enabled 
government to broaden its 
resource envelope.

The outcome was that 
a foundation to build and 
grow reserves for the future 
was established. In terms of 

geo economic, the impact 
of the First, Second and 
Third Republics on human 
capital is evident. The direct 
application of geoeconom-
ics to influence regional and 
international standing was 
most prominent between 
the 1970s and about 2001.

Consecutive administra-
tions have left a blueprint 
on the national agenda and 
each drawn administra-
tion from constituents and 
strongholds.

At executive level, to 
measure performance of 
a given administration by 
isolating impact on human 
capital - such as improve-
ments in livelihood, equi-
table access to justice and 
other resources, freedom 
of enterprise or freedom of 
speech - will always draw 
subjective conclusions.

To draw a direct line 
between the aspirations for 
independence in 1951 and 
modern Zambia, the main 
issue would be the direct 
economic and social secu-
rity the citizens gain during 
each administration.

When it comes to the 
link between natives (or 
citizens) and resources 
endowed within national 
borders, the question is 
who should benefit, if not 
citizens?

In terms of geoeconomy, 
it is simply that how has 
government used its tools 
to ensure that there is tan-
gible equitable distribution 
of national resources? Elec-
tions are judged on these 
terms, not statistics.

When there is a discon-
nect or distance between 
what numbers communi-
cate and the living stand-
ards of the masses then 
the outcome will deter-
mine who better used the 
geoeconomic advantage at 
their disposal.

For example, the rate of 
inflation is unable to com-
municate the reality that 
people are unable to afford 
basic commodities, the 
obvious conclusion would 
be that the economic inde-
pendence of citizens is not 
a concern, but rather what 
they are able to put on the 
plate and the comfort they 
enjoy not what the statisti-
cians adduce. 

Crown TV, one of Zambia’s 
foremost privately owned 
broadcasters, marked its fifth an-
niversary with flair on Wednes-
day.

 Launched in 2021, the station 
has swiftly carved a niche in 
the nation’s media landscape, 
blending incisive news cover-
age, vibrant entertainment, and 
community-focused program-
ming to rival established players.

Permanent Secretary at the 
Ministry of Information and 
Media, Thabo Kawana, served 
as chief guest at the gala event, 
where legendary musician 

Danny Kaya headlined the enter-
tainment.

This milestone underscores 
the remarkable ascent of a sta-
tion steered by acclaimed broad-
caster and journalist Mwape 
Kumwanda.

Mr Kawana aptly congratu-
lated Crown TV, declaring: “We 
commend Crown TV for its rapid 
growth and contribution to 
our evolving media landscape. 
Official records note that it is 
now one of Zambia’s leading 
television stations, available on 
TopStar, StarTimes, DStv, and 
GOtv, with plans to expand to 

Crown TV shines at fifth anniversary gala
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ensure equitable benefit and 
constitutional parity. 

The 1991 elections 
reshaped Zambia’s political 
landscape from fear-based 
toxicity to ideational politics. 
As an example, the defeated 
and now former ruling party 
UNIP, failed to meet the mini-
mum threshold for opposition 
status in 1991, prompting the 
new ruling party to reform 
parliament.

These changes guaranteed 
representation of diverse 
opinions, preserved parity 
of social capital, and allowed 
experienced opposition 
members to contribute mean-
ingfully without undermining 
majority rule.

Such was the power of 
renewed hope and unity 
under a democratic Zambia. 
It cannot be said enough that 
democracy is more than vot-
ing; it is about protecting the 
constitution from manipula-
tion. While ruling parties may 
seek to extend their majority, 
the law must never become 
hostage to political manifes-
tos.

Safeguards such as 

presidential term limits, civil 
rights protections, economic 
rights and parliamentary 
balance must remain central 
to governance. For example, 
Article 59 of the Laws of Zam-
bia mandates the Electoral 
Commission to uphold fair 
representation in considera-
tion of:

•The history, diversity, and 
cohesiveness of constituen-
cies.

•Population density, trends, 
and projections.

•Reasonable numbers of 
inhabitants per constituency 
or ward.

•Approximate equality of 
population, while ensuring 
adequate representation 
for both urban and sparsely 
populated areas.

Any replication of con-
stituencies must strictly align 
with constitutional authority 
shown.

If it does not, the precedent 
set by subjective reasoning 
risks leading the nation and 
future generations into self-
serving actions. Such actions, 
though appearing gratifying 
in the moment, ultimately 

constitute an assault on the 
very foundation of nation-
hood.

Zambia’s constitutional 
journey demonstrates the 
fragility and resilience of 
democracy. The lessons of 
dictatorship remind us that 
the constitution must remain 
a safeguard for all, not a tool 
of exclusion.

True democracy lies in pro-
tecting social capital, ensuring 
consensus, and upholding 
the constitution as the living 
foundation of the nation. Any 
failure to meet this, is a clear 
aberration to the very core of 
human dignity.

A few days ago, I saw a 
social media write up ad-
vocating for the abolish-

ment of the Constituency 
Development (CDF).

The article argued that 
CDF, with its focus on 
small projects such as 
classrooms and bridges, 
has no real impact on 
national development and 
should be replaced by a 
Sovereign Wealth Fund.  

While I respect the 
opinion of the author, I am 
of the view that the article 
missed a number of things 
about the importance of 
CDF and the rationale for 
its continued existence.

In this article, I look at 
the origins of CDF, the 
rationale for its introduc-
tion and why we need to 
strengthen it, rather than 
abolish it. 

As a grass-root funding 
model, the origin of CDF 
can be traced to India, 
which in 1993, introduced 
what was termed the 
‘Members of Parliament 
Local Area Development 
Scheme (MPLADS).

This scheme was seen 
as some form of fiscal 
decentralization, allowing 

members of parliament to 
recommend local devel-
opment projects based on 
the needs of their con-
stituencies. 

This became the precur-
sor of CDF which is being 
implemented in countries 
such as Zambia, Kenya and 
Malawi.

In Zambia, CDF was 
introduced in 1995 by the 
Chiluba government, as a 
means for spurring local 
development in both rural 
and urban areas, against 
the backdrop of a funding 

The constitution of Zambia 
is more than a legal document, 
it is the supreme law and the 
lifeblood of the nation. Its 
evolution reflects the country’s 
journey from independence, 
through dictatorship, to multi-
party democracy.

Scholars are advancing an 
argument that the current 
regime is intent on return-
ing the nation back to a one 
party system. Whatever the 
argument, understanding our 
history is essential to safeguard 
against future misuse of the 
constitution for partisan gain.

At independence in 1964, 
Zambia’s first constitution dic-
tated the incoming president 
without an election. Between 
1964 and 1971, the country 
experienced relative democra-
cy. However, in 1972, consti-
tutional changes abolished 
plural politics and entrenched 
a one-party state.

Citizens were stripped of 
meaningful participation, with 
the only political opponents 
on ballot papers being animals 
or garden tools instead of 
humans. This was the era of the 
so called One Party Participa-
tory Democracy. 

This period, often romanti-
cized, was marked by suppres-
sion, punitive laws, and the 
brutal silencing of dissent. If 
the reality of the 19-year dic-
tatorship (from 1972 to 1991) 
were told openly, Zambians 
would be better equipped to 
stand against future misuse of 
the constitution.

The 1990s marked a turning 
point because multiparty 
democracy was reintroduced, 
restoring the presidency as a 
matter of public interest and 
national safeguard. Consti-
tutional amendments now 
required referenda, ensuring 
that changes reflected prov-
able consensus.

Democracy was redefined 
not merely as political freedom 
or economic growth, but as 
the equality of social capital, 
where every citizen’s voice 
carried weight. Each president 
privileged to hold the highest 
office understood the politics 
of strongholds and necessity to 

gap for small and micro-
community projects.

Although the intention 
was noble, CDF failed to 
have the desired impact 
due to widespread corrup-
tion in its disbursement 
and inconsistent release 
by the government.

Despite its bumpy start, 
it is important to appreci-
ate the rationale behind 
CDF. At the core of CDF are 
three important principles 
that are in tandem with 
participatory democracy 
and fiscal decentralization.

First, CDF provides a 
means for local people’s 
participation in develop-
ment by providing them 
opportunities to iden-
tify their own needs and 
participate in the design 
and implementation of 
solutions.

This, in turn, builds their 
capacity to respond to lo-
cal challenges. CDF, in this 
regard, shifts the power 
to choose what should be 
funded to local communi-
ties and thus decentraliz-
ing decision making. 

The second important 
rationale behind having 
such a local funding model 
is the need to address long 
lingering inequalities that 
most countries inherited 
from the colonial era.

Zambia, for example, is 
marked by deep social and 
economic intra and inter-
regional inequalities.

By spreading the fund 
to all constituencies, CDF 
ensures that all regions 
have access to a share of 
national resources, allow-
ing them to respond to 
their unique needs.

Thus, although CDF is 
not a panacea for closing 
inequality gaps, it can play 
a significant role in this ef-
fort if well implemented. 

Lastly, an important 
rationale behind CDF is 
the need to address chal-
lenges associated with 
slow bureaucratic process-
es in responding to local 
development needs.

Bureaucratic processes 
associated with centralized 
project planning, procure-
ment and disbursements 
can act as a hindrance to 
local development. CDF in 
this regard, emerges as a 
fund that can by-pass such 
bureaucracies and quickly 
respond to the needs of 
the people. 

Having pointed out the 
principles underpinning 
this fund, let me argue 
that today, with its unprec-
edented resource alloca-
tion and emphasis by our 
President, CDF is perhaps 
the most consequential 
fund for grass-root devel-
opment.

If there is anything that 
I have learnt over the past 
four years, it is that CDF 
can do a lot! As a former 
District Planner, I never 
thought that CDF could be 
utilized to upgrade roads 
to bitumen standard.

Moreover, it fills a void 
that cannot be filled 
by centralized funding 
mechanisms or indeed 
donor initiatives.

In the early 2000s for 
example, Zambia im-
plemented donor sup-
ported initiatives such as 
the World Bank funded 
Zambia Social Investment 
Fund (ZAMSIF) that had 
a community investment 
fund (CIF) component with 
similar goals as CDF.

But the nature of such 
projects is that they are 
implemented for a limited 
duration and suffer from 
sustainability problems.

CDF on the other hand, 
is enshrined in our con-
stitution which assures its 
continued availability. 

We have to look at CDF 
as our fund, meant to 
develop our communi-
ties and the President as a 
facilitator of this process. 

Thus, in my view, we 
should not be discussing 
the abolishment of this 
fund, but rather, how to 
strengthen its administra-
tion and impact. 

Azam TV.”
Boasting an impressive reach 

of over 4.5 million households, 
Crown TV’s trajectory appears 
assured and luminous.

Such triumphs stem from 
robust leadership, a talented 
workforce, and a praiseworthy 
commitment to gender parity in 
management.

Given this acclaim, it behoves 
this column to urge Crown TV 
to persist in innovation while 
upholding the highest journal-
istic standards amid our media 
sector’s expansion.

We celebrate your fifth an-
niversary, for you have not only 
reshaped the media space but 
also generated employment 
opportunities chiefly for young, 
talented professionals. We wish 
you every success in your en-
deavours and continued growth.

TV Analysis

Crown TV, one of Zambia’s 
foremost privately owned 
broadcasters, marked its fifth an-
niversary with flair on Wednes-
day.

 Launched in 2021, the station 
has swiftly carved a niche in 
the nation’s media landscape, 
blending incisive news cover-
age, vibrant entertainment, and 
community-focused program-
ming to rival established players.

Permanent Secretary at the 
Ministry of Information and 
Media, Thabo Kawana, served 
as chief guest at the gala event, 
where legendary musician 

Danny Kaya headlined the enter-
tainment.

This milestone underscores 
the remarkable ascent of a sta-
tion steered by acclaimed broad-
caster and journalist Mwape 
Kumwanda.

Mr Kawana aptly congratu-
lated Crown TV, declaring: “We 
commend Crown TV for its rapid 
growth and contribution to 
our evolving media landscape. 
Official records note that it is 
now one of Zambia’s leading 
television stations, available on 
TopStar, StarTimes, DStv, and 
GOtv, with plans to expand to 
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ensure equitable benefit and 
constitutional parity. 

The 1991 elections 
reshaped Zambia’s political 
landscape from fear-based 
toxicity to ideational politics. 
As an example, the defeated 
and now former ruling party 
UNIP, failed to meet the mini-
mum threshold for opposition 
status in 1991, prompting the 
new ruling party to reform 
parliament.

These changes guaranteed 
representation of diverse 
opinions, preserved parity 
of social capital, and allowed 
experienced opposition 
members to contribute mean-
ingfully without undermining 
majority rule.

Such was the power of 
renewed hope and unity 
under a democratic Zambia. 
It cannot be said enough that 
democracy is more than vot-
ing; it is about protecting the 
constitution from manipula-
tion. While ruling parties may 
seek to extend their majority, 
the law must never become 
hostage to political manifes-
tos.

Safeguards such as 

presidential term limits, civil 
rights protections, economic 
rights and parliamentary 
balance must remain central 
to governance. For example, 
Article 59 of the Laws of Zam-
bia mandates the Electoral 
Commission to uphold fair 
representation in considera-
tion of:

•The history, diversity, and 
cohesiveness of constituen-
cies.

•Population density, trends, 
and projections.

•Reasonable numbers of 
inhabitants per constituency 
or ward.

•Approximate equality of 
population, while ensuring 
adequate representation 
for both urban and sparsely 
populated areas.

Any replication of con-
stituencies must strictly align 
with constitutional authority 
shown.

If it does not, the precedent 
set by subjective reasoning 
risks leading the nation and 
future generations into self-
serving actions. Such actions, 
though appearing gratifying 
in the moment, ultimately 

constitute an assault on the 
very foundation of nation-
hood.

Zambia’s constitutional 
journey demonstrates the 
fragility and resilience of 
democracy. The lessons of 
dictatorship remind us that 
the constitution must remain 
a safeguard for all, not a tool 
of exclusion.

True democracy lies in pro-
tecting social capital, ensuring 
consensus, and upholding 
the constitution as the living 
foundation of the nation. Any 
failure to meet this, is a clear 
aberration to the very core of 
human dignity.

A few days ago, I saw a 
social media write up ad-
vocating for the abolish-

ment of the Constituency 
Development (CDF).

The article argued that 
CDF, with its focus on 
small projects such as 
classrooms and bridges, 
has no real impact on 
national development and 
should be replaced by a 
Sovereign Wealth Fund.  

While I respect the 
opinion of the author, I am 
of the view that the article 
missed a number of things 
about the importance of 
CDF and the rationale for 
its continued existence.

In this article, I look at 
the origins of CDF, the 
rationale for its introduc-
tion and why we need to 
strengthen it, rather than 
abolish it. 

As a grass-root funding 
model, the origin of CDF 
can be traced to India, 
which in 1993, introduced 
what was termed the 
‘Members of Parliament 
Local Area Development 
Scheme (MPLADS).

This scheme was seen 
as some form of fiscal 
decentralization, allowing 

members of parliament to 
recommend local devel-
opment projects based on 
the needs of their con-
stituencies. 

This became the precur-
sor of CDF which is being 
implemented in countries 
such as Zambia, Kenya and 
Malawi.

In Zambia, CDF was 
introduced in 1995 by the 
Chiluba government, as a 
means for spurring local 
development in both rural 
and urban areas, against 
the backdrop of a funding 

The constitution of Zambia 
is more than a legal document, 
it is the supreme law and the 
lifeblood of the nation. Its 
evolution reflects the country’s 
journey from independence, 
through dictatorship, to multi-
party democracy.

Scholars are advancing an 
argument that the current 
regime is intent on return-
ing the nation back to a one 
party system. Whatever the 
argument, understanding our 
history is essential to safeguard 
against future misuse of the 
constitution for partisan gain.

At independence in 1964, 
Zambia’s first constitution dic-
tated the incoming president 
without an election. Between 
1964 and 1971, the country 
experienced relative democra-
cy. However, in 1972, consti-
tutional changes abolished 
plural politics and entrenched 
a one-party state.

Citizens were stripped of 
meaningful participation, with 
the only political opponents 
on ballot papers being animals 
or garden tools instead of 
humans. This was the era of the 
so called One Party Participa-
tory Democracy. 

This period, often romanti-
cized, was marked by suppres-
sion, punitive laws, and the 
brutal silencing of dissent. If 
the reality of the 19-year dic-
tatorship (from 1972 to 1991) 
were told openly, Zambians 
would be better equipped to 
stand against future misuse of 
the constitution.

The 1990s marked a turning 
point because multiparty 
democracy was reintroduced, 
restoring the presidency as a 
matter of public interest and 
national safeguard. Consti-
tutional amendments now 
required referenda, ensuring 
that changes reflected prov-
able consensus.

Democracy was redefined 
not merely as political freedom 
or economic growth, but as 
the equality of social capital, 
where every citizen’s voice 
carried weight. Each president 
privileged to hold the highest 
office understood the politics 
of strongholds and necessity to 

gap for small and micro-
community projects.

Although the intention 
was noble, CDF failed to 
have the desired impact 
due to widespread corrup-
tion in its disbursement 
and inconsistent release 
by the government.

Despite its bumpy start, 
it is important to appreci-
ate the rationale behind 
CDF. At the core of CDF are 
three important principles 
that are in tandem with 
participatory democracy 
and fiscal decentralization.

First, CDF provides a 
means for local people’s 
participation in develop-
ment by providing them 
opportunities to iden-
tify their own needs and 
participate in the design 
and implementation of 
solutions.

This, in turn, builds their 
capacity to respond to lo-
cal challenges. CDF, in this 
regard, shifts the power 
to choose what should be 
funded to local communi-
ties and thus decentraliz-
ing decision making. 

The second important 
rationale behind having 
such a local funding model 
is the need to address long 
lingering inequalities that 
most countries inherited 
from the colonial era.

Zambia, for example, is 
marked by deep social and 
economic intra and inter-
regional inequalities.

By spreading the fund 
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ensures that all regions 
have access to a share of 
national resources, allow-
ing them to respond to 
their unique needs.

Thus, although CDF is 
not a panacea for closing 
inequality gaps, it can play 
a significant role in this ef-
fort if well implemented. 

Lastly, an important 
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the need to address chal-
lenges associated with 
slow bureaucratic process-
es in responding to local 
development needs.

Bureaucratic processes 
associated with centralized 
project planning, procure-
ment and disbursements 
can act as a hindrance to 
local development. CDF in 
this regard, emerges as a 
fund that can by-pass such 
bureaucracies and quickly 
respond to the needs of 
the people. 

Having pointed out the 
principles underpinning 
this fund, let me argue 
that today, with its unprec-
edented resource alloca-
tion and emphasis by our 
President, CDF is perhaps 
the most consequential 
fund for grass-root devel-
opment.

If there is anything that 
I have learnt over the past 
four years, it is that CDF 
can do a lot! As a former 
District Planner, I never 
thought that CDF could be 
utilized to upgrade roads 
to bitumen standard.

Moreover, it fills a void 
that cannot be filled 
by centralized funding 
mechanisms or indeed 
donor initiatives.

In the early 2000s for 
example, Zambia im-
plemented donor sup-
ported initiatives such as 
the World Bank funded 
Zambia Social Investment 
Fund (ZAMSIF) that had 
a community investment 
fund (CIF) component with 
similar goals as CDF.

But the nature of such 
projects is that they are 
implemented for a limited 
duration and suffer from 
sustainability problems.

CDF on the other hand, 
is enshrined in our con-
stitution which assures its 
continued availability. 

We have to look at CDF 
as our fund, meant to 
develop our communi-
ties and the President as a 
facilitator of this process. 

Thus, in my view, we 
should not be discussing 
the abolishment of this 
fund, but rather, how to 
strengthen its administra-
tion and impact. 
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By Dr Orleans Mfune
It’s the first day of August 

and the campaign trail enters 
the most decisive week.

There are untouched places, 
undecided voters and indeed, 
a few killer messages to de-
liver! And all this adds pressure 
on campaign teams.

Sometimes campaigns 
seem like a game, thrilling and 
dramatic. But in reality this is 
the game that will decide the 
fate of the nation for the next 
foreseeable future.

Because of the critical 
importance of this period, let’s 
look at what is at stake for the 
candidates and the nation at 
large.

It’s been weeks of cam-
paigning and for each one of 
the candidates, the prize is 
only one; a seat at the council, 
parliament or indeed at plot 
one.

The results of the election 
will either make or break 

some individuals. For some, it 
may not only be about losing 
elections, but also resources 
invested in campaigns.

The reality is that it is quite 
expensive to run a campaign 
and some people run the race 
on the basis of debt.

And some, I have heard, 
invest their entire pension or 
capital in this process. Some 
still, have abandoned their 
promising careers for a chance 
at Manda Hill!  So the stakes 
are high.

For the nation, general elec-
tions are about the very soul 
of the nation. We miss it and 
our country is broken. We get 
it right and our future is secure. 
We also have a chance to fix 
our councils and parliament.

Given what is at stake and 
the tempo of the campaign, 
the pressure and strain is now 
beginning to show.

The elections are particularly 
straining for Presidential can-
didates who have to criss-cross 
all corners of the country.

The fact that Zambia is 
a huge country with over 
750,000 square kilometres 
does not make it easy.

Thus, it is not surprising to 
hear some mixed messages or 
even strange utterances from 
our candidates during this 
time. Its largely the impact of 
mounting pressure and fatigue 
as the election day draws near.

But as pressure mounts and 
the day approaches,  it is also 
a critical time for candidates 

to maintain composure and 
stay focused on the game. 
This week is a decisive week. 
People are going through 
the campaign messages and 
weighing the candidates. Each 
promise made, each issue 
raised, is being discussed in 
bars, coffee shops, living rooms 
and social media. Thus for me, 
this window is important time 
for tightening or refining mes-
sages and taking  a clear stand 
on some issues.

Campaign managers must 
take note of people’s discus-
sions and issues raised in 
various platforms such as social 
media to help their candidates 
consolidate clear and compel-
ling messages as we take this 
last lap.

They must also do what 
it takes to repair damaged 
images or indeed refine the 
images of their candidates. This 
may help win some undecided 
voters or indeed win some 
voters back.

Besides this, they must also 
help their candidates manage 
the fatigue that may take a toll 
on the physical and mental 
health of the candidates.

For the rest of us, our re-
sponsibility is clear. It is simply 
to decide on who is the best 
man or woman for the job.

 It is that time when we put 
our tribal, social or regional 
differences away to make a 
decision for the future of our 
nation.  We have one country, 
one nation and that is Zambia!

Pressure, fatigue days before decision day

All eyes are on the 2026 Women’s 
Africa Cup of Nations, where the 
continent’s finest contend not only for 

UNZA students’ visit to State House in Lusaka today



ZPL to 
kick off 
on Sept. 
12, 2026

Kangwa hops from Israel to Greece 
in most expensive Zambian deal

Real News in Real Time

The Zambian Premier League 
(ZPL) has announced that 
the 2026 Transition League 
will tentatively kick off on 
September 12, 2026, and run 
until December as the country 
prepares to usher in a new era 
with the adoption of a revised 
football calendar.

According to ZPL Head of 
Communications Christina 
Zulu,

the transitional competition 
will provide a bridge between 
the current football structure 
and the new calendar set 
to take effect in 2027, with 
changes introduced across 
several domestic leagues.

The MTN Super League 
will a temporary two-stream 
format during the Transition 
League, with clubs divided 
according to their final posi-
tions in the 2025-2026 league 
standings. 

Teams that finish in odd-
numbered positions will 
compete in one stream, while 
those occupying even-num-
bered positions will be placed 
in the other.

The ZPL has also confirmed 
that the Women’s Super 
League, Men’s National Divi-
sion and Women’s National 
Division, will operate on a 
regional basis during the tran-
sition period. 

Clubs in these competitions 
will be grouped into North and 
South regions for the duration 
of the tournament.

Following the conclusion 
of the Transition League, the 
Men’s National Division and 
the Women’s Super League will 
revert to national competi-
tions for the start of the full 
2027 season.

 The Women’s National Divi-
sion, however, will continue 
under a regional structure.

The new format was ap-
proved by the ZPL Board 
during its meeting on July 24, 
2026, as preparations intensify 
for Zambia’s football calendar 
transition.

The introduction of the 
Transition League is expected 
to help clubs, players, and 
administrators adjust to the 
new football calendar while 
maintaining competitive 
action before the commence-
ment of the 2027 season.

The Transitional League will 
pave way for the return of the 
old soccer calendar which ran 
from March to December.

By Benedict Tembo

By Benedict Tembo

By Alex Maboshe

Real News in Real Time

It’s Power Dynamos and Red Arrows in the Final!

The stage is now set for 
the ABSA Cup 2026 Final 
after an exciting semi-final 
double-header played on 
Saturday at Levy Mwana-
wasa Stadium. 

Power Dynamos booked 
their place in the final after 

edging Mufulira Wanderers 
2-1 on penalties following 
a tightly contested goalless 
draw in regulation time. 

Both sides produced a 
disciplined performance 
in a match where chances 
were limited, but the Kitwe 

giants held their nerve in 
the shootout to progress.

In the second semi-final, 
Red Arrows delivered a 
composed display to de-
feat spirited lower-tier side 
Chirundu United 2-0. 

Goals from Angel 

Lubamba (15’) and Joseph 
Phiri (83’) ensured the 
Airmen safely navigated 
the challenge and secured 
their spot in the final.

Chirundu United exit 
the competition with 
heads held high after a 

memorable campaign that 
captured the attention of 
football fans across the 
country.

The final now promises 
a thrilling encounter be-
tween two of Zambia’s top 
sides, as Power Dynamos 

and Red Arrows prepare to 
battle for ABSA Cup glory.

Further details regard-
ing the final fixture will 
be communicated in due 
course.

FAZ 

children away from harmful habits, such as 
stealing, by teaching them about sin and 
the universal human condition. 

Ms Bowa said the initiative is rooted in 
the Great Commission found in Matthew 
28:19, where Jesus commands His follow-
ers: “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

“Everybody has sinned. You and I have 
sinned. There’s nobody who’s perfect,” she 
shared.

Ms Bowa emphasized that the solution 
lies in knowing Christ personally and ac-
cepting Him as Saviour. 

To make the spiritual journey memora-
ble, children were divided into four themed 
“houses” inspired by key books of the Bible: 
Genesis: Representing the beginning, as 
God created heaven and earth.

Malachi: Highlighting God’s promises, 
including the coming Saviour who would 
rescue humanity from sin.

Matthew: Focusing on the arrival of that 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, who came to save 
mankind from sin and Revelation: Symbol-
izing the end of the race, where believers 
press toward the victory of the cross and 
the eternal “crown” awaiting them?

“These divisions were chosen deliber-
ately, as each book serves a purposeful role 
in illustrating the full story of redemption 
from creation and promise, to fulfilment in 
Christ, and finally to ultimate victory” Ms 
Bowa stated.

She stressed the timeliness of such ef-
forts in today’s world, where children face 
increasing exposure to negative influ-
ences like pornography and other harmful 
content through computers and digital 
devices. 

“We are trying to encourage them to 
turn away from this and just run to the 
cross,” they said. “That’s the most important 
thing, so that they can lead a better life,” 
she said.

Bethel AME Church launches sports evangelism
The African Methodist Epis-
copal Church (AMEC) Bethel 
has launched its first-ever 
“Run for Christ” sports event, 
aimed at drawing children 
closer to Jesus and equipping 
them with physical and biblical 
knowledge to navigate life’s 
challenges.

The event, which was held 
today at Kabwata Primary 
school ground, was like a mini 
Olympics packed with both 
physical activity and spiritual 
teaching.

Apart from the physical 
games the event that was ini-
tially flagged off by Reverend 
Susanne Matale also highlight-
ed the core purpose of Sunday 
School, helping children truly 
know God.

In attendance were children 
from the Bethel church and 
some new faces that joined 
the Sunday School for the first 
time.

Speaking at the event, 
Bethel Church Sunday School 
Superintendent Lusati Bowa 
explained that when children 
come to know their Creator, 
they naturally develop a deep 
love for Him, recognizing what 
He has done for them through 
Jesus Christ. 

Ms Bowa noted that the goal 
was to encourage children to 
learn from one another while 
fostering a sense of belonging 
and spiritual growth.

She added that the key 
focus of the event was guiding 

Chipolopolo midfielder Kings 
Kangwa’s recent transfer from 
Israel to Greek top side Pan-
athinaikos has probably made 
him  Zambia’s most expensive 
player.

At nearly €4 million Kangwa 
joined Greek giants Panathinai-
kos from Israeli club Hapoel 
Be’er Sheva, Kangwa became 
the most valuable Zambia 
player.

Kangwa, who treks to Athens 
with an impressive record of 
having guided Hapoel Be’er 
Sheva to the 2025-2026 Israeli 
league title, has signed a four-
year contract after successfully 
passing his medicals.

The central midfielder’s trans-
fer is valued at nearly €4 million 
and is probably one of the most 
lucrative deals involving a Zam-
bian player in recent years.

The 27-year-old
Kangwa arrived in Athens in 

the company of his Israeli FIFA 
agent, Nir Karin, who brokered 
the deal.

The duo watched Panathinai-
kos in their UEFA Conference 
League match on Thursday 
prior to putting pen to paper 
on Friday.

Kangwa has played in Rus-
sia, Serbia, Belgium and Israel 
before moving to Greece.

Karin expressed confidence 
the player will win more tro-
phies at his new destination.

“I am very happy for Kings 
Kangwa, and I am confident he 
will win more trophies at his 
new destination,” Karin said.


